VZCZCXR059 12 

PP  RUEHIK  RUEHPOD  RUEHYG 
DE  RUEHBY  #0873  2490637 
ZNR  UUUUU  ZZH 
P 050637Z  SEP  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  CANBERRA 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  PRIORITY  0052 
INFO  RUEHZG/NATO  EU  COLLECTIVE  PRIORITY 
RUE HBUL /AMEMBASSY  KABUL  PRIORITY  0258 
RUCNDT/USMISSION  USUN  NEW  YORK  PRIORITY  0679 

UNCLAS  CANBERRA  000873 

SIPDIS 

SCA/A  FOR  NISHA  SINGH, 

EAP/ANP 

E.O.  12958:  N/A 
TAGS:  PREL  AS 

SUBJECT:  AUSTRALIA  REVIEWS  PROPOSED  INCREASE  IN  AFGHAN 
NATIONAL  ARMY 

REF:  STATE  93225 

(U)  Ref tel  demarche  was  delivered  to  Jon  Merrill,  Director, 
Afghanistan  Section,  South  and  West  Asia,  Middle  East  and 
Africa  Division,  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  Trade 
(DFAT)  and  his  staff  members,  Shane  Flanagan  and  Erika 
Thompson.  The  GOA  was  aware  of  the  proposed  increase  but  Mr. 
Merrill  was  unable  to  provide  any  immediate  comment  on  their 
position.  Post  will  advise  additional  information  when 
available . 

CLUNE 


